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sentence thus pronounced. After this, each one
armed himself [41] with a brand, or a piece of burning
bark, and he began to walk, or rather to run, around
the fires; each one struggled to burn him as he
passed. Meanwhile, he shrieked like a lost soul; the
whole crowd imitated his cries, or rather smothered
them with horrible shouts. One must be there, to
see a living picture of Hell. The whole cabin ap-
peared as if on fire; and, athwart the flames and the
dense smoke that issued therefrom, these barbarians
—crowding one upon the other, howling at the top
of their voices, with firebrands in their hands, their
eyes flashing with rage and fury—seemed like so
many Demons who would give no respite to this poor
wretch. They often stopped him at the other end of
the cabin, some of them taking his hands and break-
ing the bones thereof by sheer force; others pierced
his ears with sticks which they left in them; others
bound his wrists with cords which they tied roughly,
pulling at each end of the cord with all their might.
Did he make the round and pause to take a little
breath, he was made to repose upon hot ashes and
burning coals. It is with horror that I describe all
this to your Reverence, but verily we [42] experi-
enced unutterable pain while enduring the sight of
it. I do not know what would have become of us
had it not been for the consolation we had of consid-
ering him, no longer as a common Savage, but as a
child of the Church, and as such, of asking God to
give him patience, and the privilege of dying in his
holy grace. As for me, I was reduced to such a
degree that I could hardly nerve myself to look up to
see what was going on; and yet I do not know that,
if we had not made some effort to withdraw from this



